Disorders of platelet function.
Qualitative platelet disorders are described and reviewed above. The acquired platelet function defects are very common, and sometimes result in hemorrhage, especially in association with trauma or surgery. However, the specific biochemical defect is absent, and no characterized platelet abnormalities have been recognized. On the other hand, the hereditary qualitative platelet defects are rare, but the platelet abnormalities are characteristic. The study of these patients had led to an increased understanding of the normal primary hemostatic mechanism. Recently, the molecular basis analysis of the platelet defects has been developed. This will help us understand the molecular events involved in platelet adhesion and aggregation.